SUMMARY A pair of identical twins both of whom died of subarachnoid haemorrhage from ruptured anterior communicating artery aneurysms are reported. These twins are compared to the three other reported twins with ruptured cerebral aneurysms.
The lesion underlying a cerebral aneurysm is a defect in the medial coat of the artery usually at a point of bifurcation. Despite the fact that this defect is believed to be present from birth, the vast majority of subarachnoid haemorrhages due to the rupture of intracranial aneurysms are not associated with any identifiable genetic predisposing factors. However, families have been reported'-4 in which multiple cases have occurred, suggesting the possibility that a genetic factor may play a part, at least in this minority group. This view is further supported by the well known association of certain rare hereditary disorders with an increased incidence of cerebral aneurysms; these include Ehlers-Danlos syndrome,5 pseudo-xanthoma elasticum6 and polycystic renal disease.7'8 It has been suggested that the mechanism underlying such a predisposition to aneurysm formation is a deficiency of type 3 collagen.9
In this paper a pair of identical twins is reported who died of subarachnoid haemorrhage from identically sited aneurysms. There are three other twin pairs reported in the literature of which only two had proven cerebral aneurysms. 
